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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. .103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tallarida et ai. (USPN 6,527,754), and further in view of Srisathapat et al. (USPN 
5,527.307). 

Tallarida et al. discloses an implantable chamber for the infusion of a 
medicament, which chamber is to be implanted subcutaneously by way of an incision in 
a body, of the type which comprises: a medicament reservoir, a region for access to the 
reservoir, which region is located at a vertex of the reservoir, is accessible from outside 
the body and is to enable the medicament reservoir to be filled, and a diffusion duct 
which is connected to the reservoir and which extends outside the latter, the diffusion 
duct having an external terminal portion, characterized in that: it comprises an outer 
casing surrounding the reservoir and having a base wall and an outer lateral wall 
extending from the base wall to the top of the reservoir, the contour of the base wall is 
substantially triangular and is such that the casing has a shape tapered towards a 
vertex of the triangle, the portion of the diffusion duct closest to the reservoir is 
surrounded by the casing, and the terminal portion of the diffusion duct, which portion is 
located outside the casing, but fails to teach the diffusion duct being substantially 
parallel to a side of the triangle. 

Srisathapat et al. discloses an implantable device that has a port located on the 
side of the assembly and catheter device that is connected to the port adjacent the base 
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of the device to allow a catheter to be attached to the port that is parallel to a tangent off 
the base of the casing (Figure 1 and 3). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the device of Tallarida et al. with the device of Srisathapat because 
Srisathapat discloses a benefit of having the diffusion duct being parallel to the base of 
the implantable device as well as this modification only requiring routine skill in the art to 
modify Tallarida et al. to include a diffusion duct that is parallel to a side of the base. 
Srisathapat discloses the benefit of having a parallel diffusion duct due to the fact that 
the diffusion duct will be easy to access because of its close proximity to the base, 
which allows for improved cleaning and flushing to occur (Column 2, lines 6-59). 
Therefore, due to the teachings of Srisathapat and the lack of criticality of the orientation 
of the diffusion duct, it would have been obvious to combine Tallarida et al. with 
Srisathapat. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims above have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The previous rejections were 
withdrawn based on the remarks and amendments to the claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew F. DeSanto whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4957. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner^s 
supervisor, Nick LUCCHESI can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), if you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Matthew DeSanto 
Art Unit 3763 
May 29, 2007 


